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Introduction
The revised VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Study Design introduced some different terminology, an increased focus on Indigenous peoples, sustainability and environmental politics, and mandatory inclusion of practical outdoor experience hours linked to theoretical content through School-assessed Coursework (SAC) tasks. 
These changes reflect evolving educational priorities and contemporary environmental issues, ensuring students develop the critical knowledge and skills to meaningfully engage with outdoor environments.
This report reflects the findings of the 2024 School-based Assessment Audit and is best read in conjunction with the VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Design support materials published on the VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Study design webpage, and the VCE Administrative Handbook published annually on the VCAA website.
General comments
The 2024 School-based Assessment Audit indicated that most schools had adapted successfully to the new study design. However, the following key areas for improvement were identified:
Alignment with the study design
Schools should regularly review SAC tasks to ensure terminology and requirements align with the current study design.
Task design
Schools should seek to diversify task types (e.g. data analysis, oral presentations) to maintain balance and address varied student strengths.
Authentication measures
Schools should implement robust strategies, including in-class completion of tasks, to ensure the authenticity of student work.
Integration of outdoor experiences
Where possible, schools should ensure outdoor experiences precede SAC tasks, enabling students to draw directly on observations and data collected.
Higher-order thinking
Assessment tasks should incorporate questions that require analysis, evaluation, and justification to provide differentiation opportunities and challenge students.
Cross-marking practices
Schools are advised to engage in marking moderation practices with other schools to enhance consistency in assessment.
Use of commercially produced materials
Schools should ensure any commercially produced or otherwise publicly available resources are significantly modified for use in school-based assessment.
Unit 3: Relationships with outdoor environments
For each outcome within Unit 3, at least one task is selected from: 
a case study analysing collected primary and/or collated secondary data relating to a selected outdoor environment.
a data analysis analysing collected primary and/or collated secondary data relating to a selected outdoor environment.
a media analysis relating to a selected outdoor environmental issue.
a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, concept/mind map, annotated poster that includes both text and still images collected through the outdoor experience logbook.
Each task type can only be selected once across Outcomes 1 and Outcome 2.
Outcome 1
Analyse the changing nature of relationships with outdoor environments between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians at a local and state level over time and evaluate the impact of environmentalism on political parties and/or policies.
Strengths
Many schools effectively integrated primary and secondary data into SAC tasks (including appropriate use of the logbook to record this data), enabling students to connect theoretical content with specific outdoor environments.
Inclusion of historical campaigns such as Lake Pedder or Franklin River allowed students to critically evaluate the influence of environmentalism on government policies.
Areas for improvement
Some tasks used outdated terminology from previous study designs, such as ‘compare and contrast,’ which has been replaced with ‘compare’ in the current study design.
Outcome 2
Analyse factors that influence relationships between humans and outdoor environments in the last decade, and evaluate methods and processes used to influence relationships and decisions about the use of outdoor environments.
Strengths
Tasks demonstrated a strong focus on recent environmental issues, such as climate change and renewable energy, aligning well with the study design’s emphasis on contemporary debates.
Areas for improvement
Some SAC tasks lacked sufficient depth in evaluating the effectiveness of methods and processes used in conflicts.
Overuse of low-mark questions limited opportunities for differentiation among student performances. Schools should incorporate higher-order questions to assess evaluative skills.
At times, the task used to assess students was not an accurate reflection of the task type specified. For example, tasks labeled as ‘data analysis’ often featured minimal analysis of primary or collated secondary data regarding selected outdoor environments. Instead, these tasks resembled structured questions, failing to meet the criteria for true data analysis.
Similarly, case study tasks require careful planning of the stimulus material related to a particular case study (outdoor environment), to ensure that students can effectively analyse the material and show the required understanding. While it is appropriate to use stimulus material related to 2 different outdoor environments (i.e. 2 smaller case studies), schools are reminded that SAC tasks are not expected to assess every key knowledge and key skills of the Outcome. In some submissions, in an effort to achieve complete coverage of key knowledge and key skills, there were examples of task types (case study and data analysis) that became more examination-style questions to ensure each point was covered. This type of task moves away from rich analysis of the stimulus material. 
Unit 4: Sustainable outdoor environments
For each outcome, at least one task is selected from: 
a case study or data analysis analysing generated primary and collated secondary data relating to a selected outdoor environment(s).
a media analysis relating to a selected outdoor environmental issue.
structured questions, including a combination of short answer and one extended response question.
an oral presentation that draws on practical experiences documented in the outdoor experience logbook.
Each task type can only be selected once across Outcome 1 and Outcome 2.
For Outcome 3, students must produce a written report that documents findings from an independent investigation on at least 2 visited outdoor environments.
Outcome 1
Describe a range of environmental sustainability measures, analyse threats to outdoor environments, and justify the importance of healthy outdoor environments for individuals and society, with reference to specific outdoor experiences.
Strengths
Many schools successfully incorporated primary data from outdoor experiences (including appropriate use of the logbook to record this data) to assess students’ ability to link theoretical content to outdoor environments studied.
Many schools developed SAC tasks tailored to their specific cohorts, ensuring fairness and minimising authentication risks. These unique tasks provide students with excellent opportunities to demonstrate understanding.
The use of structured questions provided clear opportunities for students to demonstrate analytical and evaluative skills.
Areas for improvement
Several tasks included terminology (e.g. ‘contrast’ or ‘journal’) from outdated study designs. Schools should review task instructions to ensure alignment with current study design terminology, minimising confusion and ensuring students are well prepared for external assessments. 
Outcome 2
Evaluate practices and strategies for sustaining outdoor environments, with reference to specific outdoor experiences.
Strengths
Tasks addressing Indigenous land management practices effectively highlighted the importance of traditional knowledge.
Well-designed data analysis and case study tasks provided excellent opportunities for students to engage with local environments and outdoor experiences undertaken throughout the year.
Areas for improvement
Tasks for Outcomes 1 and 2 often included low-mark questions, focusing on recall rather than analysis or evaluation. Schools should incorporate higher-mark, higher-order questions (e.g. ‘evaluate’ or ‘analyse’) to differentiate between levels of student performance and enhance task rigor.
The weighting of marks across tasks was occasionally unbalanced, limiting opportunities for students to demonstrate their understanding across the various aspects of the Outcome.
Media analysis tasks often lacked explicit prompts for students to refer to stimulus materials. To better align with study design expectations, these tasks should explicitly require analysis of media content to demonstrate deeper engagement with the study design.
Outcome 3
Plan and conduct an independent investigation that evaluates selected outdoor environments.
Strengths
The use of logbooks to collect and authenticate primary data from multiple outdoor environments was effectively implemented across most schools.
The majority of investigation tasks for Outcome 3 were well structured, guiding students to compare multiple environments effectively. These tasks provided clear opportunities for students to demonstrate key knowledge and skills while maintaining alignment with the study design.
Areas for improvement
There were some instances where schools limited the scope of investigations to one single environment, contrary to the study design’s requirement for at least 2 distinct environments.
Resources and further information
[bookmark: _Hlk161147939][bookmark: _Hlk160713415][bookmark: _Hlk161148288]All official communications regarding the VCE including information about the VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies study design, are provided in the Senior Secondary update and Notices to Schools. Schools are required to alert teachers to information in the VCAA Bulletin and Notices to Schools, especially concerning assessment schedules.
[bookmark: _Hlk160700954]It is recommended that teachers subscribe to the Senior Secondary update and the VCAA Bulletin to receive updated information. Important administrative dates and assessment schedules are published on the School administration page of the VCAA website.
Support materials for VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies are published on the VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies Study Design page.  The support materials include advice on setting School-assessed Coursework, and advice on VCAA examination specifications and a sample written examination.
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