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General comments

This was the second year Greek was delivered according to the accredited VCE Greek Study Design 2020—
2024 at Units 3 and 4 level. Students and teachers were familiar with most of the specifications for the
written examination.

Students who achieved high scores were able to identify the information from the aural and written texts that
was required for responses, as they had very good comprehension skills.

As the listening and responding part of the examination is substantial, it is important that students practise
with a variety of listening passages and a variety of accompanying questions so that they develop good
comprehension skills, learn to focus on the key words of the question and ensure that they address them
specifically in their response. Although some students seemed to have understood the listening passages
well, they did not always respond specifically to the key words of the questions; at times they added their
own information on the topic.

Many students wasted valuable time in all sections of the examination rewriting the question in their
response and repeating the same information using different words.

Students should practise their dictionary skills. They need to take special care when using the dictionary to
search for the correct meaning as there may be more than one meaning in the dictionary. For example,
students saw the verb ‘eykataAeitw’ in the dictionary and used it in their response: ‘Tnv é¢dscav o€ €va
‘eykaTaAeimw’ kapdfr'. The dictionary did not offer the passive participle ‘cykataAeiyuévo’ kapdapr’
(abandoned ship), which was the correct word to use.

Other important skills that must be developed throughout the year are note-taking skills, time-management
skills and familiarity with the characteristics of text types. In order that language be of a higher level, students
should focus on spelling, grammar, expression and vocabulary. Some areas of concern were:

e overall errors with expression, such as:

—  €0waoe Ta XpwpuaTa oTa ynpokoueia instead of xprjuara
— N yopyova éxel pia yopewuévn oupa instead of TTapapop@wuévn
—  €igan TToAU euxdpioTn instead of euxapioTnuévn
—  TOmIKOUG instead of TrpoopiopoUlg
— ouokeuég instead of atmookeuég
—  Ba Bpebei og pia xaAia repioxn instead of kardoTaon
—  BéAw va eipar avegaptnaoia instead of ave¢aptnrog
o writing English letters instead of Greek Y& oag or writing the wrong Greek letter such as déAcig instead
of BéAeig, eB0ouada instead of eBdoudada, voATeg instead of BOATeG or @éAel instead of BEAel
e not using accents for okuhog and xpnuata or using them incorrectly for Ta {wd and amdéokeueg
o errors with the use of the correct article Ta 10Topieg, £va okUAoOG, Tou £€BIPO, TNV KATOIKIdIO (WO
e errors with common verbs especially the verb pémer: mpémmoupe/ TpéTTeig/ TTpEw and xpelddeTa:
XPEIAlW, XPEIGdel
e errors with verb tenses such as 8a Tpa TNAépwvo instead of Ba TTapw TNAEPWVO, Or CUVOEW HE TIG
piCeg pou instead of cuvdéBnka pe TIg PiCeg pou.
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Specific information

Note: This report provides sample answers, or an indication of what answers may have included. Unless
otherwise stated, these are not intended to be exemplary or complete responses.

Section 1

Part A — Listening and responding in English

This section assessed the students’ capacity to understand and convey general and specific aspects of texts.

Text 1

In this section students performed well, providing answers that were accurate and based on the text. In
Question la. some students wrote that Petros wanted to visit ‘family’ instead of specifically writing that he
wanted to visit ‘his grandmother’. Few students added their own information in Question 1b. and some
misunderstood the point ‘you can take as much luggage as you wish’ and wrote ‘you may take as many
people/guests as you wish’.

Question la.
The purpose of Petros’s trip is to:

e relax after his exams
e visit beautiful places
e visit his grandmother
e visit friends.

Question 1b.
The evidence in the text that travelling by car is the best option is:

e travelling by car will be magical (or relaxing) / travelling by car enables you to admire beautiful scenery
e you can make stops for as long as you want, without the constrains of time (to admire the scenery)

e you do not need to stay in the seat all the time like you do in an aeroplane

e you will not waste endless hours at the airport

e itis cheaper to travel by car

e you can take as much luggage as you wish.

Part B — Listening and responding in Greek

In this part of the examination students were assessed on their understanding of the listening text and their
ability to accurately convey appropriate information from the text in Greek. The information presented in the
response should be relevant to the question. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and
language. Responses that included the relevant information and were expressed clearly in Greek were
awarded full marks.

A few students were not able to find all the required points. In Question 2a., some students, instead of
focusing on the key word ‘career’, wrote a summary of Antetokounmpo’s life, for example that he was born in
Greece and he was a child of Nigerian migrants. Some students did not distinguish between the two points
that he was selected to play for an American team and he also signed ‘a contract’ with them for five years,
only writing that he played for five years for an American team. In Question 2b., students were able to
identify most of the points required that indicated how Antetokounmpo contributed to the Greek society.
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However, some did not make the distinction that he established an ‘academy/program/school’ for basketball
for poor children and stated that he played basketball games with poor children.

Text 2

Question 2a.
The outline for Giannis Antetokounmpo’s career in basketball from his early life until today is:

e dpylioe va maiCel atréd 13 eTwv/ piIKpA nAikia (he began playing from 13 years of age / young age)

e dpylioe va TTaidel eTTayyeAUATIKA yia pia eAANvikY opdda (duo xpévia apydTtepa) (he started playing
professionally for a Greek team [two years later])

o £xel TaiCel yia 1o TpwTdBAnua otnv EBvikr oudda EANGdag Tou ptrdoket (he has played for the Greek
National Basketball team championship)

e €MMAEXTNKE va TTAIEE yia pia (TTOAU yvwoTr) opdda PtTaokeT TnG Auepikng (he was selected to play [for a
well-known] American basketball team)

e UTTEYpOWE GUNPPBOAaIO va TTaiel oTnv APEPIKAVIKN Ouada yia Ta eTTopeva TTEvTe Xpovia (he signed a five-
year contract to play for the American team).

Question 2b.

Aside from playing basketball for Greece, Giannis Antetokounmpo contributed to Greek society in the
following ways:

e idpuoe pia akadnuia/Trpdypauua/axoAcio YTTAoKET yia Ta TwXG TTaudid (he established the
academy/program/school of basketball for poor children)

e Opydvwoe dIAPOPOUG aYWVEG Kal €dwaE Ta XpriMaTa TTou paleltnkav o€ voookopeia (he organised
various games and donated the money raised to hospitals)

e £xel Bondnoel va EavayTioTei éva yATTEDO UTTACKET TToU €ixe KataaTpagei ammd ewrid (he helped to rebuild
a basketball court that was destroyed by fire)

e [(BonBdael avBpwTTOoUG TTOU AVTIMETWTTICOUV PEYAAES olkovouIkEG BUaKoAies (he helped people who were
going through difficult financial times)

e opyavwvel QINIKA TTaixvidia yia TTaidid pe oKoTro va Ta 8I0Agel TIG agieg TNG oKANPAGS SOUAEIAS Kal ayaTTn
yla aBAnTiopo (he organised friendly games for children with the purpose of teaching them the values of
hard work and love for sport).

Section 2

Part A — Reading, listening and responding in English

Texts 3A and 3B

Overall, most students appeared to have understood the article, but needed to take more care focusing on
the requirements of the question. They responded reasonably well to Question 3a. and found most of the
required points. However, some students explained the program rather than the ‘benefits’ of the program and
others repeated the same point using different words. Some students responded to Question 3b. by writing
that the islanders will buy electric cars cheaper; the question required them to state ‘the government
initiatives’, which were that the government will ‘subsidise’ the conversion of existing cars to electric as well
as subsidise the cost of buying a new electric car. Question 3c. required students to state what made the
information provided by Mr Dimou reliable. They needed to write that he was a ‘professor of biology’; some
students also wrote that he did research, but did not specify that he did research on the state of ‘the lonian
Sea’. In Question 3dii., some students did not respond to the key word ‘attitudes’, but rather presented a
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summary of what happened in both texts or a comparison between them. Students are advised to underline
the key words in the question to ensure that they respond to them specifically.

Question 3a.
Any six benefits of the program implemented on the island of Tilos:

e saves the environment / less pollution

e cheaper electricity

e protects the health of the locals/residents

e island became well known (in the world)

e improved the economy (due to increased tourism)

e energy can be stored and used later when needed
e excess electricity can be sold/given to other islands.

Question 3b.
The government initiatives on the island of Astypalea are:

e government cooperating with a (European) company to produce electric cars
¢ modification of existing cars to electric with government subsidy

e cost of new electric cars subsidised by the government

o all transport will be made electric (in the future)

e establishing electric charging stations.

Question 3c.

Mr Dimou’s information is reliable because of the following:

e He is a (well-known) university professor of biology / scientist.
e He has conducted (scientific) research on the current state of the lonian Sea.
e He has written many articles on the topic.

Question 3di.

The two texts (3A and 3B) describe two different approaches to accessing energy.

The different approaches in accessing energy on the two Aegean islands and in the lonian Sea are:

Aegean islands lonian Sea
Solar and wind / green energy / renewable energy Petrol and gas / fossil fuels
Question 3dii.

The evidence that describes the attitudes towards accessing energy expressed in the reading text (Text 3A)
and by the two speakers of the listening text (Text 3B) is:

e Tilos and Astypalea are proud of their efforts to save the environment / look forward to a thriving
environment

o the people of Astypalea feel secure for their future and know that they are an example for others

¢ Mr Dimou lists the negative consequences on the environment / motivation is for profit / short-sighted

¢ the journalist expresses concerns and fear for the environment.
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Part B — Reading and responding in Greek

Students were required to demonstrate an understanding of the stimulus text and address the requirements
of the task by conveying the relevant information from the text that was appropriate for the audience and the
prescribed writing style and text type.

Student responses were assessed holistically according to the assessment criteria and the expected
qualities published on the VCAA website. Students were not awarded separate marks for content and
language accuracy; however, language accuracy was an important expected quality that was considered in
the assessment.

It was possible to achieve a high score for this question without exceeding the specified word/character limit,
which is shorter than the limit specified for Section 3.

Text 4

Students were required to write the script of a speech that they would deliver at the next school assembly to
inform their fellow students why, according to the article provided, it is important for Greeks to continue to
celebrate the custom of “The Momogeri’. The question required students to identify a number of points why
the custom should be celebrated and then manipulate language in their response. Some students found the
task challenging as they did not focus on the purpose of the speech and instead described the custom, often
copying information from the article, instead of explaining why it is important to continue to celebrate the
custom. It is important that students have more practice at school for this section, which requires them to
select the information that responds to the question specifically. Some students did not develop their
response as a speech and did not use the correct salutation; they used ‘Teia cag’ or did not use any and
simply began with ‘©Oa cag pIAjow...". Some students did not use the correct register and moved from third-
person singular to third-person plural throughout the speech, for example, ‘va kpatriceig To €01uo’ and then
‘va KpaThoETE TO €010’

Question 4
Points that could have been included in the speech were:

e 10 €010 ouvdéel Toug 'EAANVEG e To TTapeABAy / yiopTaletal atrd To TTapeABOV uéxpl onuepa (the custom
unites Greeks with the past / it has been celebrated from the past till now)

e 10 £01p0 evwvel Toug ‘EAMnveg (the custom unites the Greeks)

e g TO €610 auTd peTaPEpeTe N TTapddoaon atrd yevid o€ yevid (with the custom the tradition carries on
from generation to generation)

e BonBacl Toug 'EANveG va kpartricouv Tnv EAANvIkr TautdtnTta (it helps Greeks to maintain their Greek
identity)

e divel TNV eukaipia va ouykevipwBouv 6Aol padi / va diaokeddoouv padi (it gives the opportunity for them
to get together / to celebrate together)

e 7O €010 gival onuavTIko / £xel avayvwpliaTei atmo Tnv opydvwaon UNESCO (the custom is important / it
has been recognised by the UNESCO organisation)

e TO €010 TTPOCEAKUEI TOUG VEOUG va AdBouv uépog aToug eopTacpoug (the custom attracts young people
to participate in the celebrations).
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The following is an example of a high-scoring response, which demonstrates an understanding of the
stimulus text and addresses the requirements of the task. It conveys the relevant information about why it is
important for Greeks to continue to celebrate the custom ‘The Momogeri’, without simply describing the
actual custom. The text form was appropriate for the audience and the prescribed writing style and text type.

«O1 Mwuoyepor: MNMoAimioTikn) kKAnpovouid»
Ayarrnroi ouuuadnrég,

2Qa¢ EUXAPIOTW TTOU CHUEPQA [ou BIVeETE TV eukaipia va mw duo Adyia yia Tn onuacia tou éBiuou « Ol
Mwudyepor», e apopur Tn XpIOTOUYEVVIATIKN QS £0OTH.

To é6iuo auro yiopraleral o€ TOAAES TTepIoxéC THS EAAGOag. To épepav otnv EAAGOa or EAAnveg Tou
lévrou kair eéamAwbnke amrd yevid oc yevid. Eroil 1o £€6iuo évwae 6Aoug Tous EAAnves. O Mwudyepoi givai
KUPIWS vEoI Kail xopgUouv ue duvarr [IOUTIKN yia va armouakpuvouv 1o «kakoy. Or Mwudyepor karaAiyouv
Tavra oTn KeVIpIKY TTAateia. Ekei paleteral 6Aog o k6ouog kai diaokeddalel. To £Biuo eival TTavra TToAU
EVIUTTWOIAKO Kal TTAPAKIVEI TOUS VEOUS VA OUULIETEXOUV TNV ETTOUEV Xpovid. ETol diatnpeital n EAAnVikn
uac rautrdtnta. To £€Biuo gival mpayuaTika onuavriko yia 1o TOAITIouG uag.

O opyaviouos UNESCO 1o éxer ouutrepiAdBer oto kardAoyo moAimiaTikng kAnpovouids. Nouilw 6a
ouuewveioete puali pou mwe autd 1o £BIuo O¢ TTPETTEl va xaBei. Kparda tnv EAAGSa evwuévn kai Tnv
eAAnvikh pag raurérnra (wvraviy!
2Qa¢ EuXapIoTw yia Tn mpoooxn oag!

‘The Momogeroi: Cultural heritage’

Dear students,

Thank you for giving me the opportunity today to say a few words about the importance of the custom ‘The
Momogeroi’, on the occasion of our Christmas celebration.

This custom is celebrated in many parts of Greece. It was brought to Greece by the Greeks of Pontus and it
spread from generation to generation. Thus, the custom united all Greeks. The Momogeroi are mostly young
and dance to loud music to ward off ‘evil'. Momogeroi always end up in the main square. Everyone gathers
there and has fun. The custom is always very impressive and motivates young people to participate next
year. This is how our Greek identity is preserved. The custom is really important for our culture.

The organisation UNESCO has included it in the list of cultural heritage. | think you will agree with me that
this custom should not be lost. It keeps Greece united and our Greek identity alive!

Thank you for your attention!

Section 3 — Writing in Greek

In this section of the examination, students chose one of four questions, each requiring a different text type
and a different style of writing: an article (evaluative), a letter (persuasive), a diary entry (personal) and a
story (imaginative).

Students were assessed according to the following criteria:

e relevance, breadth and depth of content
e accuracy, range and appropriateness of vocabulary and grammar.

All four task options were selected by students. The most popular were the article (Question 5) and the letter
(Question 6), and the least popular was the diary entry (Question 7).

Students should pay attention to the audience and the text type required by the particular question and
ensure that they have practised writing extended responses within a specified timeframe, as some students
did not complete their response with appropriate detail.
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Questions 5

Students were required to write an article for a local newspaper, evaluating two advantages and two
disadvantages of having a family pet. They needed to include evaluative language such as impersonal
expressions, use of third-person, expressions such as ‘On the one hand ... on the other’ etc., and organise
the piece of writing as an article through characteristics such as topic, structure (introduction, body,
conclusion), content, title, author (fictional name), register, style and layout. This question was chosen by
many students who responded well, as it appeared that many of them had pets and were familiar with the
advantages and disadvantages of pets.

Questions 6

Students were required to write a letter to their grandparents and provide a number of convincing arguments
that would persuade the grandparents to allow them to use the money that they had given them as a present
when they finish their exams to go on a holiday, rather than buy a car. They had to employ elements of
persuasive language such as appeals, emotive language, anecdotes, repetition etc., and organise the writing
as a letter and demonstrate some of the following characteristics: date, structure, opening, conclusion,
register, style and layout. This was another popular question as many students wanted to go on a holiday
after VCE, and they had many convincing arguments to put forth. A few students, however, saw it as an
opportunity to just describe different places they wished to travel to.

Questions 7

Students were required to write their thoughts, beliefs and concerns on the author’s words ‘| do not fear
computers. | fear the lack of them’. They could have supported either side of this, and could have
commented on how computers or lack of computers may affect them or change their life. Elements of
personal language should have been included such as use of first-person, subjective/informal/familiar
style/register, and emphasis on opinions, feelings and impressions rather than factual, objective information.
The piece of writing was to be clearly recognised as a diary entry through use of some of the following: date,
structure, opening, content, conclusion, register, style and layout.

This question was chosen by few students. Usually the writing lacked depth, and was written more as an
informative piece, not a diary entry that expressed many personal thoughts, opinions and concerns on
computers in our lives today.

Question 8

Students were required to write an imaginative story inspired by the image that was provided. The setting of
the story had to be in Greece. They could incorporate into their story what might have happened in the past,
how the ship got there, what happened to the passengers, why was it left there etc. Students could write
about their thoughts and actions after seeing the shipwreck and create an interesting scenario as to what
occurred in the past or in the present time. The piece of writing had to be clearly organised as a story
through characteristics such as title/topic, structure, content, author (fictional name), register, style and
layout.

This question was chosen by few students. Usually, the writing did not employ elements of imaginative
writing such as an interesting, well-developed plot and characters, descriptions of the setting, heightened
drama and, where possible, a final resolution. Some students wrote it as a descriptive piece about a holiday
they had in Greece and did not use the image as a stimulus for an imaginative story.
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