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Day Date
 Reading time: *.** to *.** (15 minutes) 
 Writing time: *.** to *.** (2 hours)

QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK

Structure of book
Section Number of 

questions
Number of questions 

to be answered
Number of 

marks

A 4 2 50
B 4 1 20

Total 70

•	 Students	are	permitted	to	bring	into	the	examination	room:	pens,	pencils,	highlighters,	erasers,	
sharpeners	and	rulers.	

•	 Students	are	NOT	permitted	to	bring	into	the	examination	room:	blank	sheets	of	paper	and/or	
correction	fluid/tape.

•	 No	calculator	is	allowed	in	this	examination.
Materials supplied
•	 Question	and	answer	book	of	28	pages,	including	assessment criteria for Section B	on	page	28
•	 Sources	book	for	Section	A
•	 Additional	space	is	available	at	the	end	of	the	book	if	you	need	extra	space	to	complete	an	answer.
Instructions
•	 Write	your	student number in	the	space	provided	above	on	this	page.
•	 All	written	responses	must	be	in	English.
At the end of the examination
•	 You	may	keep	the	sources	book.

Students are NOT permitted to bring mobile phones and/or any other unauthorised electronic 
devices into the examination room.
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SECTION A – continued
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SECTION A

Instructions for Section A
Answer	two	of	the	following	questions	in	the	spaces	provided.

Historical investigation Pages

Question	1	–	From	custodianship	to	the	Anthropocene	(60	000	BCE	–	2010)		.........................................		 	 3–6

Question	2	–	Creating	a	nation	(1834–2008)		............................................................................................ 		 7–11

Question	3	–	Power	and	resistance	(1788–1998)		......................................................................................	12–15

Question	4	–	War	and	upheaval	(1909–1992)		...........................................................................................	16–19

Section A will contain four questions – one for each historical investigation. Each question will have 
three or four sources, including at least one of each of the following: a primary source (perspective), 
a secondary source (interpretation), and a primary or secondary visual source. Each question will 
consist of multiple parts and will be worth a total of 25 marks.
Students will answer the two questions that correspond to the two historical investigations that they 
have studied.
The questions presented in this sample examination indicate possible question types that may be 
expected for Section A. However, in the end-of-year examination, the number of sources and the 
number of parts will be the same for each historical investigation.
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SECTION A – Question 1	–	continued
TURN OVER

Question 1 (25	marks)

From custodianship to the Anthropocene (60 000 BCE – 2010)
Refer	to	pages	2	and	3	in	the	sources	book	when	responding	to	this	question.

a.	 Using	Source	1,	identify	one	settler	attitude	to	land	ownership	and	one	settler	attitude	to	
progress. 2	marks

b.	 Using	Source	1,	Source	2	and	your	own	knowledge,	explain	the	impacts	of	colonisation	on	the	
land	and	on	the	Aboriginal	peoples	of	Victoria	up	to	1901. 5	marks
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SECTION A – Question 1	–	continued

c.	 Using	Source	3,	outline	two	outcomes	of	the	Franklin	Dam	campaign	for	the	environmental	
movement. 2	marks

d.	 Using	Source	3,	Source	4	and	your	own	knowledge,	explain	two	changes	in	environmental	
campaigns	between	1950	and	2010.	 6	marks
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SECTION A – Question 1	–	continued
TURN OVER

e.	 Evaluate	the	extent	to	which	perspectives	on	the	environment	changed	in	Australia	for	both	
Indigenous	and	non-Indigenous	people	between	60	000	BCE	and	2010.	Use	one or more	of	
the	sources	provided	and	other	evidence	to	support	your	response. 10	marks
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SECTION A –	continued
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SECTION A – Question 2	–	continued
TURN OVER

Question 2 (25	marks)

Creating a nation (1834–2008)
Refer	to	pages	4	and	5	in	the	sources	book	when	responding	to	this	question.

a.	 Using	Source	5,	identify	two	characteristics	of	migrants	to	Australia	during	the	gold	rush. 2	marks

b.	 Using	Source	6	and	your	own	knowledge,	describe	how	perspectives	about	race	influenced	
colonial	legislation	prior	to	1901. 4	marks
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SECTION A – Question 2	–	continued

c.	 Using	your	own	knowledge,	describe	the	impacts	of	changing	patterns	of	migration	on	ideas	
about	citizenship	in	Australia	up	to	1913.	 5	marks
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SECTION A – Question 2	–	continued
TURN OVER

d.	 Using	Source	7	and	your	own	knowledge,	explain	the	Howard	Government’s	perspectives	on	
refugees	and	migration	after	1996. 6	marks
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SECTION A – Question 2	–	continued

e.	 Analyse	changes	in	attitudes	towards	immigration	between	1901	and	2008	in	Australia.	Use	
evidence	to	support	your	response. 8	marks
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SECTION A – continued
TURN OVER
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SECTION A – Question 3	–	continued

Question 3 (25	marks)

Power and resistance (1788–1998)
Refer	to	pages	6–8	in	the	sources	book	when	responding	to	this	question.

a.	 Identify	two	features	of	the	painting	in	Source	8	that	illustrate	the	political	ferment	on	the	
goldfields. 2	marks

b.	 Using	Source	8,	Source	9	and	your	own	knowledge,	explain	how	the	Eureka	Stockade	
contributed	to	debates	about	democracy,	responsible	government	and	the	franchise	in	colonial	
governments. 5	marks
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SECTION A – Question 3	–	continued
TURN OVER

c.	 Using	Source	10,	identify	two	examples	of	Lawson’s	perspective	on	class	in	the	early	1890s. 2	marks

d.	 Using	Source	11	and	your	own	knowledge,	explain	how	successful	the	campaigns	for	the	
equality	of	women	were	between	1957	and	1998. 6	marks
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SECTION A – Question 3	–	continued

e.	 Evaluate	the	significance	of	one	change	and	one	continuity	in	the	exercise	of	power	and	
resistance	that	occurred	due	to	the	growth	of	unions	by	1998.	Use	evidence	to	support	your	
response. 10	marks
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SECTION A	–	continued
TURN OVER
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SECTION A – Question 4	–	continued

Question 4 (25	marks)

War and upheaval (1909–1992)
Refer	to	pages	9	and	10	in	the	sources	book	when	responding	to	this	question.

a.	 Using	Source	12,	identify	the	attitudes	to	Australian	participation	in	World	War	I. 3	marks

b.	 Using	Source	13	and	your	own	knowledge,	analyse	the	changing	experiences	for	Australian	
women	on	the	home	front	in	World	War	I	and	World	War	II. 6	marks
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SECTION A – Question 4	–	continued
TURN OVER

c.	 Using	Source	14	and	your	own	knowledge,	explain	the	changing	perspectives	on	voluntary	
enlistment	and	compulsory	service	in	Australia	between	1950	and	1992.	 6	marks
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SECTION A – Question 4	–	continued

d.	 To	what	extent	did	reasons	for	Australian	involvement	in	war	and	conflict	change	between	
1909	and	1992?	Use	evidence	to	support	your	response.	 10	marks
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END OF SECTION A 
TURN OVER
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SECTION B – continued

Question 1 (20 marks)

From custodianship to the Anthropocene (60 000 BCE – 2010)
Discuss the extent to which the perspectives of colonists towards the Australian landscape had changed 
significantly by the end of the 19th century.

OR

Question 2 (20 marks)

Creating a nation (1834–2008)
Evaluate how debates about migration and race were a catalyst for changing ideas about belonging and 
citizenship in Australia between 1834 and 2008.

OR

Question 3 (20 marks)

Power and resistance (1788–1998)
‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander land rights activists faced many challenges after 1957 but were 
ultimately successful in achieving significant gains.’

To what extent do you agree with this statement?

OR

Question 4 (20 marks)

War and upheaval (1909–1992)
‘Australian experiences of war and conflict caused division and disruption within society between 
1909 and 1992.’

Discuss.

SECTION B

Instructions for Section B
Write an essay on one of the following questions in the space provided.
Your response will be assessed according to the assessment criteria set out on page 28.

Section B will contain four essay questions – one for each historical investigation.
Students will answer one essay question that corresponds to one of the two historical investigations 
that they have studied. 
The essay questions presented in this sample examination indicate possible question types that may be 
expected for Section B. However, in the end-of-year examination, the question type will be the same for 
each historical investigation.
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SECTION B	–	continued
TURN OVER

Question no. 
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SECTION B – continued
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END OF SECTION B
TURN OVER
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Extra space for responses

Clearly number all responses in this space.
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TURN OVER
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TURN OVER

 

An	answer	book	is	available	from	the	supervisor	if	you	need	extra	space	to	complete	an	answer.	Please	
ensure	you	write	your	student number	in	the	space	provided	on	the	front	cover	of	the	answer	book.	
At the end of the examination, place the answer book inside the front cover of this question and 
answer book.
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Assessment criteria for Section B
The	essay	in	Section	B	will	be	assessed	against	the	following	criteria:
•	 construction	of	a	coherent	and	relevant	historical	argument	that	addresses	the	specific	demands	of	the	

essay	question
•	 demonstration	of	historical	knowledge	that	is	accurate	and	appropriate	for	the	essay	question
•	 application	of	historical	thinking	concepts	such	as	cause	and	consequence,	continuity	and	change,	

and/or	historical	significance
•	 use	of	sources	as	evidence	to	support	a	historical	argument,	including	a	range	of	primary	sources,	

perspectives	and	historical	interpretations

END OF QUESTION AND ANSWER BOOK
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