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VCE Religion and Society 

Written examination – End of year

Sample questions
These sample questions are intended to demonstrate how new aspects of Units 3 and 4 of 
VCE Religion and Society may be examined. They do not constitute a full examination paper.
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Question 1 (4 marks)
Examine how beliefs support the search for meaning for religion in general.

Question 2 (6 marks)
Analyse how meaning is supported by two aspects other than beliefs in the search for meaning for religion in 
general.
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Question 3 (10 marks)
a.	 Analyse the relationship between significant life experiences in general and understanding of 

beliefs.	 5 marks

b.	 Analyse the relationship between significant life experiences in general and engagement with 
the expression of beliefs.	 5 marks
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Question 4 (17 marks)
a.	 State the religious tradition or religious denomination that you have studied. Complete the 

table below by naming three different significant challenges experienced by this religious 
tradition or religious denomination. For each challenge, explain why it was significant.	 9 marks

Religious tradition or religious denomination

Type of 
challenge

Name of challenge Why was this challenge significant?

theological

ethical

continued 
existence

b.	 Examine the stances and supporting responses that this religious tradition or religious 
denomination took to deal with one of the challenges named in part a.	 8 marks
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Question 5 (10 marks)

1.

 

We will not
change our ethics,
no matter what
the challenge.

Source: Viorel Sima/Shutterstock.com

2.

 

We can find 
a solution to the
challenge within
our tradition’s
theology.

Source: Prostock-studio/Shutterstock.com

3.

 

We need to 
adapt our tradition
to survive the 
challenge.

Source: meeboonstudio/Shutterstock.com
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For one significant challenge that you have studied in detail, analyse the extent to which one of the stances 
illustrated by the statements on page 6 was taken by a religious tradition or religious denomination. Use 
evidence to support your response. 
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Question 6 (12 marks)
a.	 Identify one significant challenge, historical or ongoing, to the religious tradition or religious 

denomination that you have studied and briefly describe its context. 	 2 marks

b.	 Examine the stances and supporting responses that the religious tradition or religious 
denomination took in response to the significant challenge from part a.	 4 marks

c.	 Evaluate the influence of the stances and supporting responses from part b. on the challenge 
itself and on the religious tradition or religious denomination from part a.	 6 marks
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Question 7 (10 marks)
Assess the influence of the stances and supporting responses taken by the religious tradition or religious 
denomination on a significant challenge that you have studied. In your response, refer to the particular 
aspects involved in this interaction. Use evidence to support your response.
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