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2003
VCE VET: Dance GA 2: Performance examination 

GENERAL COMMENTS

The performance examination for VCE VET Dance assessed the student’s performance ability in two distinct dance styles. Each style was assessed against criteria for both technique and interpretation. Results indicate that students who presented for this examination had a wide range of abilities with most students in the low to medium range.

This year in the selection of solo, all criteria were covered, particularly in technical skills, ie. elevation, turning, falling and locomotion. However teachers should endeavour to present a range of movement skills. For example, more than one type of jump or turn should be included. Higher grades will be achieved for performances where a greater range of movements is evident. Students often only presented one type of these elements, thus disadvantaging them.

In 2003, the technical areas of posture and alignment, as well as creating bodyline and shapes, were generally not as well attended to as in previous years.  Attention to these criteria, particularly for less experienced students would be an advantage.

Interpretation was only present in some performances. Many students did not perform their solos with any sense of presentation. It is highly recommended that teachers and students take into consideration the criteria in these areas.

The choice of music and props (where used) was appropriate for the selected dance styles. 
Teachers should ensure that the length of the solo is no less than two minutes duration. Several student(s) presented solos that were significantly shorter than the required two-minute minimum which was to their disadvantage. Similarly, students should not present solos that are overlong for their current level of ability. Some students presented solos, the length of which were far more than they could handle, thereby compromising their strength and stamina. Whilst the maximum length for each solo is seven minutes, teachers should consider a solo of between two and five minutes as being sufficient to fulfil all the criteria.

All students were appropriately attired for the assessment that allowed assessors to clearly see the body and all aspects of technique and interpretation.  Several students presented for the examination without regard to their grooming.  Whilst this is not an assessable criterion, basic stagecraft which includes grooming is a module of the Certificate II in Dance and should be integrated into all aspects of the student’s work. Therefore, students would be well advised to consider their personal presentation in regards to this aspect of their VCE VET study.

SPECIFIC INFORMATION
The criteria for awarding grades are designed to assess student’s technical ability and interpretive skills in relation to the requirements of the dance industry. Each criterion is weighted evenly and is marked on an eight-point scale (0-7) and assesses the extent to which the performance of the selected dance style demonstrates the following:

1. Correct posture including the appropriate use of muscle tone and the safe placement and alignment of the spine, shoulder girdle, hip, knee and ankle joints

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent level of skill in the application of the principles of posture, placement and alignment, appropriate to the chosen dance style, consistently and accurately throughout the entire performance.

2. Skill in creating appropriate bodyline and shapes using both upper and lower body parts

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent level of skill in the application of bodyline and shapes, appropriate to the chosen dance style that harmoniously used the whole body (upper and lower body parts), consistently and accurately throughout the entire performance.

3. Skill in the use of elevation techniques involving:

· balance

· flexibility

· transference of weight 

· co-ordination

· stamina

· control and articulation of individual body parts in an integrated manner.

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated sufficient evidence of an excellent level of skill in elevation techniques, appropriate to the chosen dance style, consistently and accurately throughout the entire performance.

4. Skill in the use of turning techniques involving:

· balance

· flexibility

· transference of weight 

· co-ordination

· stamina

· control and articulation of individual body parts in an integrated manner.

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated sufficient evidence of an excellent level of skill in turning techniques, appropriate to the chosen dance style, consistently and accurately throughout the entire performance.

5. Skill in the use of falling techniques involving:

· balance

· flexibility

· transference of weight 

· co-ordination

· stamina

· control and articulation of individual body parts in an integrated manner.

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated sufficient evidence of an excellent level of skill in falling techniques, appropriate to the chosen dance style, consistently and accurately throughout the entire performance.

6. Skill in the use of locomotor techniques involving:

· balance

· flexibility

· transference of weight 

· co-ordination

· stamina

· control and articulation of individual body parts in an integrated manner.

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated sufficient evidence of an excellent level of skill in locomotor techniques, appropriate to the chosen dance style, consistently and accurately throughout the entire performance.

7. Skill in the use of spatial arrangements including ariel and floor pathways.

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent level of skill in utilising spatial arrangements, appropriate to the chosen dance style, both in the use of floor patterns and movement through space (ariel pathways), consistently and accurately throughout the entire performance.

8. Skill in the expressive use of movement dynamics 

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent level of skill in using a range of movement dynamics that was consistent and appropriate to the choreography of the chosen dance, throughout the entire performance.

9. Skill in the use of sustained and appropriate energy levels throughout the performance

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent capacity to sustain appropriate energy levels, appropriate to the chosen dance style, from the commencement to the conclusion of the performance. 

10. Skill in the control of movement transitions to maintain the flow of movement throughout the performance

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent capacity to control transitions between movements to produce an appropriate flow to the choreography throughout the entire performance.
11. Skill in the expressive relationship between the movement and the music and/or sounds

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent ability to interpret the musical nuances of the choreography, appropriate to the chosen dance style, throughout the entire performance.

12. Skill in performance presentation

A HIGH rated performance demonstrated an excellent level of skill in projection through eye focus and facial expression, appropriate to the chosen dance style, throughout the entire performance.
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