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Key changes in Unit 3
• Change of names from “Informal Language” & “Formal Language” to “Informality” 

and “Formality”
• Text types removed as being mandated
• Political correctness removed from formal language
• Role of Non-Standard removed for formal and informal language
• Move from “social purposes” to “purposes and intents”
• Addition of “tenor”
• Emphasis on identification skills



An example of organisation and timing
• 50 hours of instruction for Unit 3

‒ 5-7 hours revision of Year 11, establish baseline metalanguage
‒ 17-20 hours content and skills for Area of Study 1
‒ 17-20 hours content and skills for Area of Study 2
‒ 5-7 hours for revision, SAC preparation and assessment

• 16 weeks of classes:
‒ 1-2 weeks revision
‒ 1 week in general “register”, “functions”
‒ 6 weeks content and skills teaching (Area of Study 1) (repeat for Area of Study 2)
‒ 1 week assessment and preparation (repeat for Area of Study 2)



Area of study 1 – Informality

Existing
New
Re-phrased



Resources
• Sample timeline

‒ Concepts, metalanguage, purpose and intents, text types
• Sample assessments
Also recommend:
• https://ipa.typeit.org/
• https://lingthusiasm.com/topics - episodes by topic helps you discern which are 

best for your students at various points in the course

https://ipa.typeit.org/
https://lingthusiasm.com/topics
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factors in creating textual 
cohesion and coherence in 
informal texts’
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Assessment
• No changes to types, but a good chance to review courses
• Word limits updated (increased by 100 words)
• Try to make out of 50 marks where possible
• Draw on students’ strengths to reward knowledge and skills development
• Don’t shy away for oral and multimodal assessments
• Try and limit to one or two “SACs” but include others as classroom tasks, 

homework activities
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Resources
• Sample assessment
• Sample activity with writing task
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Assessment
• As in “Informality” – a range of assessment types kept, with word length extended
• Take a holistic approach to skills across the year
• Consider the knowledge and skills strengths of your cohort
• Consider your school’s assessment and reporting practices



Using linguistic theory in Unit 3
• Functions of Language: Roman Jakobson

‒ referential, emotive, conative, phatic, metalinguistic, poetic
• Politeness - Brown and Levinson

‒ Positive face as the need to be like
‒ Negative face as the need for autonomy

• Purposes – no set list
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